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Biographical Note

Brenda Taggart has a background in primary education having been a teacher, Advisory
Teacher for Primary Education, deputy and acting head teacher. She has worked all of her
teaching career in challenging inner-city schools. Whilst working for the Inner London
Education Authority she sat on a number of curriculum development committees. She has
also worked extensively in both in-service training (as the Director of an LEA teachers’
centre) and initial teacher training (Institute of Education and Goldsmiths). She has also
been an LEA Moderator/Auditor for national assessment at Key Stage 1 and 2. Her research
career has included commissioned research for the ESCR, SCAA, NUT, British Coal, DENI,
DfES and numerous LEAs. She has worked on a number of research projects that have
investigated the impact of government initiatives both at LEA and school level. She is
currently the Research Co-ordinator and Project Director of the Effective Pre-School and
Primary Education 3-11 (EPPE 3-11) project, a longitudinal study funded by the DfES
investigating the effectiveness and long term impact of pre-school provision. She also
works as a free lance consultant researcher for the International School Effectiveness and
Improvement Centre (ISEIC) at the Institute of Education and lectures on her particular
research interest which is assessment in the primary school.



mailto:b.taggart@ioe.ac.uk

Publications
Books
Sylva, K., Siraj-Blatchford, I. and Taggart, B. (2003), Assessing Quality in the Early Years
Early Childhood Environment Rating Scales Extension (ECERS-E) Four Curricular
Subscales. Stoke on Trent, UK and Stirling, USA Trentham Books

Chapters in Books

Sammons., P., Elliot., K., Welcomme., W., Taggart. B. & Levacic. R. (2004) England p 65
— 149 in Dobert., H., Eckhard. K. & Sroka. W. (Eds.) Conditions of School Performance in
Seven Countries: A Quest for Understanding the International Variation of PISA Results.

Taggart. B. & Sammons. P. (2000) Using your initiative — Feedback to an LEA on a
School Improvement Initiative pl160-174 in Askew. S. (Ed) Feedback for Learning.
RoutledgeFalmer London.

Taggart, B. & Sammons, P. (1999) Evaluating School Improvement. p301-p343 Chap 12
in Sammons, P. (1990) School Effectiveness : Coming Of Age in the 21°' Century? Lisse :
Swets and Zeitlinger.

Sammons, P., & Taggart. B. (1999) Evaluating the Impact of a Raising School Standards
Initiative. p137 to p163 in Bosker. R.J., Creemers. B.P.M., & Stringfield. S. (Eds.)
Enhancing Educational Excellence, Equity and Efficiency. Evidence from evaluations of
systems and schools in change. Dordrecht/Boston/London: Kluwer Academic Publishers.

Articles in Journals

Taggart. B. (2004) Early Years Education and Care: Three Agendas.

British Educational Research Journal BERJ. Vol 30 Number 5 Oct 04 arfax Publishing Taylor
and Francis Group

Sammons, P., Elliot, K., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E. C., Siraj-Blatchford, 1., & Taggart, B. (2004
accepted publication Autumn) The Impact of Pre-school on Young Children’s Cognitive
Attainment at Entry to Reception. British Educational Research Journal BERJ. Vol 30
Number 1 Carfax Publishing Taylor and Francis Group

Siraj-Blatchford, 1., Sammons, P., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E. C., & Taggart, B. (forthcoming
2005) Using Mixed Research Methods in the EPPE Project. International Journal of
Research Methods

Mortimore, P., & Taggart, B. (1993) Where Next? Managing Schools Today September Vol
3 No 1.

Taggart, B. (1993) Catalyst for Change. Managing Schools Today July Vol 2 No 9.

DfES Published Research Reports and Briefs

Sammons, P., Taggart, B., Smees, R., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E. C., Siraj-Blatchford, I., & Elliot,
K. (2003) The Early Years Transition and Special Educational Needs (EYTSEN) Project.
DfES Research Brief No 431 June 2003 DfES Publications Nottingham.

Sammons, P., Taggart, B., Smees, R., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E. C., Siraj-Blatchford, I., & Elliot,
K. (2003) The Early Years Transition and Special Educational Needs (EYTSEN) Project.
DfES Research Report 431 June 2003 DfES Publications Nottingham.

Sylva, K., Melhuish, E. C., Sammons, P.,Siraj-Blatchford, I., Taggart, B.,& Elliot, K. (2003)
The Effecitve Provision of Pre-School Education (EPPE) Project: Findings from the



Pre-School Period. DfES Research Brief No RBX12-03 October 2003 DfES Publications
Nottingham.

Siraj-Blatchford, I., Sylva, K., Taggart, B., Melhuish, E. C., Sammons, P., Elliot, K. (2003)
The Effecitve Provision of Pre-School Education (EPPE) Project: Technical Paper 10
Intensive Case Studies of Practice Across the Foundation Stage. DfES Research Brief
No RBX16-03 October 2003 DfES Publications Nottingham.

Unpublished DfES Report

Taggart, B., Sammons, P., Smees, R., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E. C., Siraj-Blatchford, I., &
Elliot, K. (2003) The Early Years Transition and Special Educational Needs (EYTSEN)
Project: Implications for Policy and Practice Report. Submitted to the SEN Division of
the DfES.

Other Articles

Taggart, B. & McCallum, B. (1996) How Useful are Records? Child Education. March.
Taggart, B. & McCallum, B. (1996) Teacher Assessment and Test Results Child
Education. April.

Taggart, B. & McCallum, B. (1996) The Pencil and Paper Test Child Education. June.
Taggart, B. & McCallum, B. (1996) Test material Junior Education. April.

Taggart, B. & McCallum, B. (1996) Modes of Testing Junior Education. August.
McCallum, B. & Taggart, B. (1996) Teacher Assessment Child Education. May.
McCallum, B. & Taggart, B. (1996) Parents Attitudes to Testing Child Education. July.
McCallum, B. & Taggart, B. (1996) The Impact of Testing on Teaching Child Education.
August.

McCallum, B. & Taggart, B. (1996) Easy Assess Junior Education. March.

McCallum, B. & Taggart, B. (1996) Use of Assessment Information Junior Education. June.

Conference Papers

Taggart. B. (2004) Methodological design of the Effective Pre-school and Primary
Education 3-11 (EPPE 3-11) Project Paper presented to British Educational Research
Association Annual Conference. UMIST Manchester 2004.

Taggart, B., Sammons, P., Smees, R., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E., Siraj-Blatchford, I., (2004)
Special Educational Needs in the Early Years: Exploring the Characteristics and
Identification of Children at Risk of SEN in Pre-school and those Identified as Having
SEN in Later Follow up in Primary School.

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association,
San Diego. USA April 2004

Elliot. K., Sammons, P., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E., Siraj-Blatchford, I., & Taggart, B.,(2004)
The Effect Sizes of Pre-school Centre Experience. Paper presented at the annual meeting
of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego. USA April 2004

Sylva, K., Siraj-Blatchford, I. Taggart, B., Sammons, P. Melhuish, E., Elliot., K. &
Totsika. V. (2004) An Observational Scale for Assessing Curricular Quality in Early Years
Childhood : Extending the ECERS. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the
American Educational Research Association, San Diego. USA April 2004

Taggart. B. (2003) The Early Years Transition and Special Educational Needs (EYTSEN)
Project: Special Educational Needs Across the Pre-School Period. ) Paper presented to
British Educational Research Association Annual Conference. Heriot-Watt University
Edinburgh 2003.



Taggart. B. (2003) The Early Years Transition and Special Educational Needs (EYTSEN)
Project: Special Educational Needs Across the Pre-School Period. The parents
perpective ) Paper presented to European Early Childhood Educational Research
Association (EECERA) University of Strathclyde Glasgow 2003.

Siraj-Blatchford, I. Taggart, B., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E., & Sammons, P. (2002) Effective
Practice in Action. Paper presented to European Conference on Educational Research
(ECER) 2002 University of Libson, Portugal

Sammons, P., Sylva, K., Melhuish, E., Siraj-Blatchford, I. Taggart, B., &. Elliot. K. (2001)
Measuring the Impact of Pre-school on Children’s Cognitive Development: Preliminary
Results from the Effective Provision of Pre-school Education Project Paper presented
at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Seattle, USA April
13 2001

Sylva, K., Siraj-Blatchford, I., Melhuish, E., Sammons, P., & Taggart, B. (2001) Adapting
the Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale (ECERS) to Other Countries and
Cultures Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research
Association, Seattle, USA April 13 2001

Siraj-Blatchford., I. & Taggart. B. (2000) Characteristics of Pre-School Environments
(Interview Profiles) Paper presented to British Educational Research Association Annual
Conference. Cardiff 2000.

Taggart, B. & Sammons, P. (1998) Making Belfast Work: Raising School Standards- The
pupils', parents' and teachers' view. Paper presented at The Eleventh Congress of School
Effectiveness and School Improvement. Manchester 1998.

Melhuish, E., Sylva, K., Sammons, P., Siraj-Blatchford.,Taggart, B. (1998) The Effective
Provision of Pre-School Education (EPPE) Project : A longitudinal study of the effects
of pre-school education. Paper presented at the World Congress of Pre-School Education
(OMEP). August 1998. Copenhagen

Joy, B., Stoll, L., Taggart, B. (1998) School Improvement in the New LEASs. Paper
presented to The Eleventh Congress of School Effectiveness and School Improvement.
Manchester 1998.

Sammons, P. & Taggart, B. (1998) Making Belfast Work: Raising School Standards- An
Evaluation. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research
Association San Diego 1998.

Brown, M., McCallum, B., Taggart, B., Gipps, C., & Branson, J. (1995) Validity and
Impact of National Tests in the Primary School : the teacher's view. Paper presented at
the BERA Conference. Bath. England.



	Books
	Chapters in Books
	Articles in Journals

	DfES Published Research Reports and Briefs
	Unpublished DfES Report
	Taggart, B., Sammons, P., Smees, R.,  Sylva, K., Melhuish, E
	Other Articles
	Conference Papers
	Elliot. K., Sammons, P., Sylva, K.,  Melhuish, E.,  Siraj-Bl
	Sammons, P., Sylva, K.,  Melhuish, E.,  Siraj-Blatchford, I.
	Measuring the Impact of Pre-school on Children’s Cognitive D



